
Minutes of the Special Meeting of the

Zoning and Planning Board 

Wednesday, May 7, 2008

Lake Lure Municipal Center

Chairman Washburn called the meeting to order at 9:40a.m.
ROLL CALL

Present:
Dick Washburn, Chairman


Tony Brodfuhrer



Bill Bush



Paula Jordan


Linda Turner, Town Commissioner

Also Present:
Shannon Baldwin, Community Development Director



Clint Calhoun, Environmental Management Officer

Mike Egan, Legal Counsel



Amos Gilliam, Subdivision Administrator 



Sheila Spicer, Community Development Technician, Recording Secretary

Absent:
Bud Schichtel



Russ Pitts, Council Liaison
Discussion Concerning Steep Slope Regulations
Mr. Egan introduced Luther Smith, a landscape architect with many years experience designing subdivisions and developments. Mr. Smith has agreed to consult with the Board on the proposed amendments to the Zoning Regulations pertaining to mountain and hillside development (steep slopes).  Mr. Egan then directed the Board’s attention to the latest draft of the proposed ordinance. The Board discussed this latest draft with Mr. Egan and Mr. Smith. There was a brief discussion on regulating construction on lots of record versus regulating new subdivisions. Mr. Egan advised that subdivisions with preliminary plat approval should be treated as lots of record. 
Mr. Smith strongly urged the Board to consider ways to regulate development on steep slopes on a case by case basis that would take into account the varying landscape of individual lots rather than blanket regulations that affect all lots. There followed a lengthy discussion on improving the Planned Unit Development (PUD) process to make it more desirable for developers and instituting a special use zoning district.

Mr. Smith then talked about allowing development on ridge tops and explained that this may be the most desirable place to build in certain instances. The regulations need to define ridges and then the Board should identify what ridges are to be protected. Mr. Baldwin suggested that Mr. Calhoun and Mr. Gilliam coordinate a time with the Board to study the different ridges from the lake for the Board to decide which ridges should be protected. 
The Board continued to review the latest draft of the proposed ordinance with Mr. Egan and Mr. Smith and suggested various changes. They asked that Mr. Egan make these changes and the Board will review the revised draft at their next regularly scheduled meeting.

ADJOURNMENT

Mr. Brodfuhrer made a motion seconded by Mr. Bush to adjourn the meeting. The motion passed unanimously. 
The meeting was adjourned at 12:40 p.m. The next regular meeting is scheduled for Tuesday, May 20, 2008 at 9:30 a.m. 
ATTEST

_______________________________________

                                     Richard Washburn, Chairman

_______________________________________

Sheila Spicer, Recording Secretary                           
.
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